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Disclaimer

Die Informationen in dieser Präsentation sind vertraulich und urheberrechtlich geschützt und dürfen nicht ohne Genehmigung vo n S AP 

offengelegt werden. Diese Präsentation unterliegt weder Ihrem Lizenzvertrag noch einer anderen Service-  oder Subskriptionsverein barung mit 

SAP. SAP ist in keiner Weise verpflichtet, in dieser Präsentation oder einem dazugehörigen Dokument dargestellte Geschäftsabl äuf e zu 

verfolgen oder hierin wiedergegebene Funktionen zu entwickeln oder zu veröffentlichen.

Diese Präsentation oder jedes dazugehörige Dokument über die Strategie von SAP und mögliche zukünftige Entwicklungen, Ausrich tun gen und 

Funktionen von Produkten und/oder Plattformen kann von SAP jederzeit aus beliebigen Gründen ohne vorherige Ankündigung geände rt 

werden. Die Informationen in dieser Präsentation stellen keinerlei Zusage, Versprechen oder rechtliche Verpflichtung zur Ausl ief erung von 

Materialien, Code oder Funktionen dar. Diese Präsentation wird ohne jegliche Gewähr, weder ausdrücklich noch stillschweigend, be reitgestellt. 

Dies gilt insbesondere, hinsichtlich der Gewährleistung der Marktgängigkeit und der Eignung für einen bestimmten Zweck sowie für  die 

Gewährleistung der Nichtverletzung geltenden Rechts. Diese Präsentation dient zu Informationszwecken und darf nicht in einen Ver trag 

eingebunden werden. SAP übernimmt keine Verantwortung für Fehler oder Unvollständigkeiten in dieser Präsentation, es sei denn , s olche 

Schäden wurden von SAP vorsätzlich oder grob fahrlässig verursacht. Sämtliche vorausschauenden Aussagen unterliegen verschied ene n 

Risiken und Unsicherheiten, durch die die tatsächlichen Ergebnisse von den Erwartungen abweichen können.

Die vorausschauenden Aussagen geben die Sicht zu dem Zeitpunkt wieder, zu dem sie getätigt wurden. Dem Leser wird empfohlen, die sen 

Aussagen kein übertriebenes Vertrauen zu schenken und sich bei Kaufentscheidungen nicht auf sie zu stützen.
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Shaping the Future: Key Market Dynamics and Emerging Trends in Accounting 

and Financial Close

Market Trends

Real-time reporting: Organizations are adopting real-time reporting 
capabilities to enable faster decision-making and improve financial 
visibility

Automation: Leveraging artificial intelligence (AI) to automate repetitive, 
manual tasks, reducing human error and increasing efficiency.

Cloud-based solutions: Move accounting and financial close processes 
to cloud-based platforms for rapid innovation, better scalability, security, 
and accessibility.

Compliance and regulatory alignment: With ever-changing regulations, 
organizations are focusing on maintaining compliance and adapting their 
R2R processes to meet regulatory requirements.

Integration with other systems: Integrating R2R systems with other 
enterprise systems to ensure seamless data flow and enhance overall 
operational efficiency

Unpredictable economic conditions, such as market volatility, inflation 
rate, geopolitical events.

Changing workforce demographics and expectations.

Increasing sustainability concerns, regulation and investment capital 
incentives.

Rising economic protectionism, “friend-shoring”.

Rapid technological advancements and digitalization that transform 
financial landscapes.

Business model innovation.

Market Dynamics
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• Data collection, complex reporting, 
integration into mainstream finance 

• Inflexible legacy technology, with 
inconsistent data

• Over-customized, complex processes

• Lack of visibility into actuals

Reduce time to close the books

Early insights into actuals already during 
the period

Comply with local and global legal 

regulations 

Adopt new business models in financial 
processes

Run secure and compliant finance 
processes

Challenges in Accounting and Financial Close with disjointed, legacy processes
Steering through the complexities of financial regulations and driving impactful decision-making 
while enabling compliance

• Complex accounting, tax issues, new local and 
regional regulation, and asset impairment  

• Talent acquisition and retention; lost 
knowledge and productivity

• Rapidly changing market needs, complex B2B 
and B2C models, shifting regulatory 
requirements

• Market and stakeholder pressure to publish 
financial results as early as possible

External forces Internal barriersAccounting and Financial 

Close Top Objectives
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AI in Record to Report reduces time to close the books and improves efficiency

Map Chart of 

Accounts

Save time through 
automated mapping 
of legacy chart of 
accounts

System Expert Accruals Specialist

Configure US Tax

Set up jurisdiction-based 
tax configurations 
automatically to reduce 

manual efforts by 50-

90%

Depreciation key 

configuration

Understand complex 
accounting configurations 
and save up to 60 hrs

onboarding efforts per 

country version

Tax Accountant Asset Accountant

Create Consolidated Group 

Report Analyses

Save up 64% time in writing 
explanatory content using 
automated creation of 
management summaries, including 
an analysis of  commentary

Review Financial Performance

Leverage quick and immediate 
explanation and summarization of 
financial insights in natural 
language to accelerate decision 

making in finance

Accelerate your entity close 

by up to one day through easy 
to understand error messages 
including a guidance on how to 
resolve the error

Local Accountant Group Accountant Controlling

Automate manual 

posting

Propose journals for 
accruals and deferrals 
and improve operational 

efficiency

Create New Asset

AI determined asset 
class, depreciation key, 
and other key data 
enable business user to 
save time in asset 

creation

Asset Accountant

Compliance Specialist

Rationalize controls and 

ensure optimal control 

coverage

Save time with AI-supported review 
of financial risks and controls, 
including recommendations for 
improvements

Record Financial Accounting

Entity Close Corporate Reporting Compliance

Generate carbon collection 

documents in Green Ledger

Extract unstructured invoice 
data and calculate CO2

quantities automatically to 
identify CO2e causing 
expenses  

Financial Accounting

Asset Accountant

Explain Asset Values

Understand impact of 
configuration on current 
data without reading 

lengthy how to guides

Carbon Accountant
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Use Case – Automate financial close at the local and group level
Harness the power of AI and Data to revolutionize your close 

• One-click consolidation

• Group Reporting 
financial statements 
aligned with 
transactional 
accounting data

• Combine financial data 
and expert commentary 
into single management 
report, surfacing 
insights

• Add additional external industry 
and market data for more context 
on variances – resulting in most 
comprehensive view of business 
performance

..

Today

• Manual activities for local closing; high workload after period-end close
• Upload (ETL) of local close data after period end into corporate financial 

system 

Tomorrow

• Highly integrated local and corporate close; perform key tasks already 
during the period

• Automated results combining financials and expert commentary

• Accrual and Provision 
Journal proposals

• AI-assistance in fixed 
assets

• Guided error resolution 
for closing

• Fewer surprises

• Significantly reduced 
manual efforts – and 
related error handling

• More reliable data 
available for analysis

• Clear shift of focus 
to business 
partnering

• Improved accuracy 
and compliance

• Financial Accounting 
with best practices

• Balance Validation to 
control data quality

• Closing Orchestration 
for automation & 
compliance

• Optimized support for 
Account Substantiation 

AI-generated summary of financials and 
commentary in SAP S/4HANA for group 
reporting 

Guided error resolution in SAP 
Advanced Financial Closing

Financial Forecast with external 
influencers

Applications Business AI

Accounting and Local Close Group Close

Applications Business AI

Transformational Insights Impact

Business Data Cloud

Lab

Preview
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Close: SAP Advanced Financial Closing
Superb planning, automation and monitoring

Challenges Advanced Financial Closing Capabilities

• Automated closing tasks and workflow-
supported intuitive apps for manual tasks.

• Collaboration, notifications, and escalations.

• Define a global game plan for the entity close; 
serialize for multiple org units and closing 
cycles.

• Audit trail, logging, documentation.

• Comprehensive analytics for real-time 
insight into the closing status across 
subsidiaries and headquarters

• Entity Close which never reaches ‘peak 
performance’

• Governance and Compliance which is too 
cumbersome with valuable time spent on data 
gathering and documentation

• Transparency and Insight lacking across 
system boundaries

15-57% Faster closing cycle – while ensuring high-quality results. 
Source: SAP Performance Benchmarking 

ReportCloseAccountRecord
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SAP + BlackLine: Delivering the gold standard for record to report
Automate key tasks within accounting operations

SAP S/4HANA Cloud

SAP ERP Central 
Component 

(SAP ECC)

Other ERP systems

Non-ERP sources

SAP S/4HANA Cloud 

for group reporting

SAP Group Reporting  

Data Collection
solution 

Record
Create the financial record

Account
Perform financial accounting

Close
Perform financial closing

Report
Perform financial reporting

Transaction 
matching

Journal 
entry 

Financial 
review

Substantiation

Intercompany
business

SAP financial close solutions by BlackLine

ReportCloseAccountRecord

SAP Advanced Financial Closing
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Close: Streamline Financial Consolidation and Close Processes
Unify Operational and Group Reporting

Analysis

• Embedded out-of-the-box SAC 

reporting
• Financial statements review and 

collaborative commentary
• Audit trail to underlying transactional 

data 

System Basics

• SAP S/4HANA data without ETL
• Group Reporting preparation ledger 

in accounting
• Customer-specific attributes 

for financial statement items

Non-SAP S/4HANA 

Data Collection

• Group Reporting Data 

Collection

Reporting

• AI-supported management 
summaries

• Disclosure management 
interoperability

• Matrix consolidation

Data Preparation

• Group close process support
• Flexible currency translation 

• Intercompany Matching and
Reconciliation

Consolidation

• Intercompany elimination 
triggered by operational ICMR

• Equity elimination including 
equity pickup

• Interunit elimination of profit in 
inventory

• Vertical/horizontal mergers

ReportCloseAccountRecord

Group Reporting 
powered by 

SAP S/4HANA Cloud
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Financial Statement - Standardberichte
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SAP Group Reporting Standardauswertungen
G+V in GKV und UKV
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Review Booklet – Business insights leveraging generative business AI
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Steering Effectiveness with SAP Analytics Cloud

Create stunning reports
without IT knowledge​

Use natural language to 

describe what you want 

to see
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Disjointed finance processes result in sub-optimal decision making 
because teams do not have access to trusted data.

Summary

Your opportunity Why now with SAP

SAP delivers AI-infused accounting and financial close processes to help 
your organization become a lean, future-ready finance function – with the 

data to steer your business for growth.
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Contact 
information:

Thank you.

© 2025 SAP SE or an SAP affiliate company. All rights reserved. See Legal Notice on www.sap.com/legal-notice for use terms, disclaimers, disclosures, or restrictions related to th is  material.

Daniela Reinelt
Daniela.Reinelt@sap.com

Jessica Rabetge
Jessica.rabetge@sap.com

mailto:Daniela.Reinelt@sap.com
mailto:Jessica.rabetge@sap.com
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